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Mount Olive
AME Will

Host 
F A M I LY

EMPOWERMENT EMPOWERMENT 
C o n f e r e n c e

COMPILED BY DEVIN HEFLIN
RLANDO- The Honorable
Judge Penny Brown
Reynolds will be the

keynote speaker for a city wide Fam-
ily Empowerment Conference. 

The event will be held Nov. 5-7,
2009 and will be hosted by Pastor
Mark Crutcher and Mt. Olive AME
Church. •Empowering Families: In-
vesting Today for the FutureŽ, is the
official name of the three day confer-
ence. The VIP reception for Judge
Reynolds will be facilitated on Nov.
6. 

Following the reception will be a
public forum, comprised of local and
state panelists. The discussion will
entail issues that impact families.
•This conference can cover more
needs in a time where the economy is
hurting people.Ž says Dr. Mark
Crutcher, Pastor of Mt. Olive. 

The Church has partnered with
The Links, Inc., Orlando Chapter to
present the concluding day of the con-
ference, the Empowerment Work-
shops and Wellness Fair on Saturday,
Nov.7.

The event is free and open to the
public. Children five and older can at-
tend. The workshops will be held at
Jones High School from 9am-4pm.
Registration starts at 8am. 

The workshops will cover: Par-
enting skills, Pre-school Readiness,
School Readiness, Grandparent Con-
nection: Grandparents raising Grand-
children, Caring for Aging Parents,
Domestic Violence, Job Readiness,
Financial Education Workshop,
Cyber Attack and Bullying (Teens),
Career Path (Teens), College Prepa-
ration (Teens & Parents), Access to
Access: Connecting People, Services
and Solutions, •Live Life WellŽ-
Focus on the Family, •Understanding
the Specific Needs of African Ameri-
can Christian FamiliesŽ and HIV
Awareness. 

The historic Mt. Olive AME has
thrived in the Orlando area for 128
years.  The church states that •we be-
lieve that we must build strong fami-
lies in order to build strong
communities. We also believe that the
events of this conference will posi-
tively impact the attendees and be a
catalyst for change for families in cri-
sis, looking for ways to improve their
family relations and for families that
desire to maintain relationships to be
productive citizens.• 

Judge Penny-Brown Reynolds
can be seen on the TV court series,
•Family Court with Judge PennyŽ. 

You must register to be eligible
for free lunch. Door prizes will be
given throughout the day. Register
free online at www.MTO-
LIVEAME.COM or call 407-295-
6568.

RLANDO „ Otis
Smith of the Orlando
Magic switched his

management style on Wednesday
while speaking with his new
team„a group of more than 30
middle school students.  

Smith, who serves as the
General Manager of the Orlando
Magic, was joined at Heritage
Preparatory School by represen-
tatives from AT&T and Step Up
For Students for an Internet
safety session.  As a longtime
philanthropist and community
activist, Smith sees cyber safety
as an extension of his civic dedi-
cation.  

Smith and AT&T are both
strong supporters of Step Up For
Students which is a nonprofit that
provides scholarships to more
than 24,800 low-income children
in Florida.  Chanel Brown is one
of 116 students who have been
given the opportunity to attend
Heritage Preparatory School on
the Step Up For Students Schol-
arship.  

Just four years ago, Chanel
struggled in her neighborhood

RLANDO _ Representa-
tive Geraldine Thomp-
son of District 39 was

chosen to participate in the South-
ern Women in Public Service Re-
gional Roundtable event sponsored
by the Stennis Center for Public
Service.  The Roundtable takes
place on October 29th and 30th in
Stone Mountain, Georgia and will
bring together 28 to 32 key leaders
from Florida, Georgia, and South
Carolina to examine the current sta-
tus of women in public service lead-
ership and determine how they can
most effectively increase the in-
volvement of women in leadership
at the local, state and national lev-
els.

The three primary focuses for
the 2 day event will be:
1. What are current obstacles fac-

public school, especially with
math and English.  Chanel•s fear
of tests paralyzed her from
reaching her full potential as she
became afraid that she wouldn•t
be promoted to the fifth grade.

As her grades began to floun-
der, Chanel•s parents pursued the
Step Up For Students Scholar-
ship opportunity and applied for
Chanel and her two siblings.
With renewed hope, Chanel
began fifth grade at Heritage
Preparatory School.

•My grades got a lot better
and I actually started to enjoy
going to school,Ž Chanel said.
•I am now making A•s and B•s
and I•ve stopped getting so nerv-
ous about taking tests because I
am more confident in myself.Ž

AT&T first joined Step Up
For Students, also known as the
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship
Program, in 2008 with a $3.2
million contribution, which pro-
vided scholarships for more than
800 economically disadvantaged
students, just like Chanel.  

•It is truly admirable to see
corporations like AT&T invest in

Orlando Native On Stage In New York

RLANDO - Alano
Miller, an Orlando na-

tive is presently appearing at
the Lincoln Center Theatre at
the Mitzi E. New House in New
York City. The onstage, live
play, •BROKE-OLOGY,Ž writ-
ten by Nathan Louis Jackson,
will run until the middle of No-
vember. Such great actors as
Francois Battiste, who plays
Ennis King, Crystal A. Dickin-
son as Sonia King, Wendell
Pierce as William King and
Alano Miller as Malcolm King.
The time and place is 1982 in
Kansas City, Kansas.

Miller is a 1998 graduate of
Dr. Phillips High School where
he appeared in many of the
school•s drama class plays di-
rected by Mrs. Karen Rugerio.
His regional appearance has
been •Marcus of the Secret of
Sweet,Ž •The Brothers,Ž
•Size,Ž •In the Red and Brown
Water,Ž •Fences,Ž •Native
Son,Ž •Whose LifeŽ and
•Darvin•s Meditation.Ž He has
appeared in the film •Cham-
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Marshall Criser III, President of AT&T Florida, was joined on Thursday by Representative Eisnaugle, Representative Thompson, Commissioner Ings and Otis Smith of the Orlando Magic as he
presented a check to John Kirtley and Doug Tuthill of Step Up For Students to fund scholarships for low-income children.

ing women in public service lead-
ership, how have the obstacles
changed over time, and how can
obstacles be removed? 2. Can
women work together across par-
tisan lines to bring about
change? 3. How can more
women be brought into public
service leadership?  What more
can we do to promote women•s
political leadership and how do
we do it? 

Prior key-note speakers for
this event have included Hillary
Clinton, Elizabeth Dole, and Janet
Reno. Representative Thompson
says that she understands that at-
tending this event will give her
the opportunity to get new insight
on what challenges other women
are facing or overcoming in their
states. She will then have the op-
portunity to share this learning
with constituents and colleagues
alike. •This is a rare opportunity
where despite our political differ-
ences we all have the same focus
of continuing the legacy of
women in public service and I
plan to take full advantage of
everything it has to offerŽ,
Thompson concluded.

O

O

Representative Thompson
Chosen As Key Leader In

Florida To Attend 
Roundtable Event 

our communities, both through
their donations and sharing
unique safety skills with our
youth,Ž Smith said.  •It is crucial
that all children have the access
to a quality education, regardless
of income.  With the help of pro-
grams like Step Up For Students,
we are collectively breaking the
cycle of poverty.Ž

During the October 21st
event, AT&T announced that
they are donating an additional
$3.5 million to the scholarship
program this year, which will
provide scholarships for more
than 860 additional students. 

The corporate donations pro-
vide annual private school tuition
scholarships of up to $3,950 or
transportation scholarships of up
to $500 to out-of-district public
schools for students whose fami-
lies meet the federal guidelines

for the free and reduced lunch
program.  

•AT&T has a long history of
promoting academic achieve-
ment and opportunity and we are
honored to support Step Up For
Students,Ž said Marshall Criser
III, president of AT&T Florida.
•Our latest contribution to this
outstanding program will open
many doors and provide scholar-
ships to more than 860 economi-
cally disadvantaged students. We
hope our participation in Step Up
For Students enables children to
increase their knowledge and
skills as they pursue their educa-
tion.Ž

Both AT&T and Otis Smith
individually prioritize the safety
and wellbeing of Florida•s youth
as an investment in the future of
our children.  

AT&T•s Internet Safety pres-

O

entation at Heritage Prepara-
tory School is part of their
commitment to Florida•s
communities to prevent any
crime perpetrated or sub-
stantially facilitated using a
computer, the Internet, digi-
tal media, cellular phone,
personal digital assistant
(PDA), or any other elec-
tronic device.

The event is an extension
of AT&T•s Internet educa-
tional efforts that launched
three years ago with the
AT&T Hometown Tour,
which visited more than 100
communities nationwide and
worked with more than
20,000 elementary and mid-
dle-school-aged students
from Connecticut to Califor-
nia.  

(Left to Right) Norbet, Dwanda, Alano, Grace and Donna

Representative Geraldine Thomp-
son addresses colleagues from her
member's desk with a view of the

Speaker's Rostrum.

First Lady and Pastor Mark Crutcher 

GM Otis Smith Joins STEP UP FOR STUDENTSSTEP UP FOR STUDENTS
And AT&T To Educate Children On Cyber Safety

Otis Smith of the Orlando Magic greets Chanel Brown, a Step Up For Student Scholarship recipient, during the
AT&T Cyber safety lesson at Heritage Preparatory School on Wednesday.

pagne,Ž •Alex•s Last DayŽ and
•New York Stories.Ž Alano re-
ceived his BFA from Sunny
Purchase and his MFA from
Penn State. Miller and his
lovely wife Dwanda, who is

also an actor, enjoyed a lovely
weekend with Alano•s mother,
Grace Miller, Orlando, his sister
Donna Mayes, Atlanta, brother,
Norbert Seals, Miami, family
friends, Robert Johnson, VP of

Disney World and yours truly,
Marva Hawkins. The group at-
tended and enjoyed a sold out
performance of the play.
•BROKE-OLOGY.Ž

Representative Geraldine Thompson 


